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This is a story of 2 cousins.  
Johann Joachin Kasper  Plückhahn and  
Friedrich Johan Theodore  Plückhahn. 

Both were born in Germany and moved to Australia. Johann Jachim 
Casper Plueckhahn  arrived in South Australia on Monday 10/Apr/1848  
on the ship "President Smidt " of 450 tons. Friedrich Johan Theodore 

Pluckhahn arrived in South Australia in 1855 on the ship "Australia ". 

The spelling of the last names of the two branches is interesting. Johann's 
side of the family (Saddleworth ) used the English translation of the umlaut 
(the 2 dots over the "u") by adding the "e" after the "u"  [Plueckhahn] .  

Friedrich's side of the family (Green Lake) used the two dots over 
the "u" (umlaut)  for quite some time.  [Plückhahn]  Carl Pluckhahn 
(Carl1898gMKg) ma rriage certificate is spelt and signed using the 
two dots. After a time the two dots  (umlaut) were dropped and a 

single "u" was used [Pluckhahn]  

Both JJ Casper and Friedrich were members of  
the congregation of St. John's Lutheran Church Carlsruhe.  

They were one of the founding members.  

In Germany family records were found at the Volkenshagen 
Parish.  

Of Interest  
In a church near Waterloo South Australia called "Carlsruhe" 

there is a gravestone of a 'Maria Dorothea Sophie Bruhn (nee Pluckhahn) 
25/12/1819 - 23/?/1891'. We think it likely that this lady also emigrated 

from Germany and she was a cousin or sister to Johann or Friedrich.  

http://www.pleckham.com/churches/au_sa_saddleworth_st_john_carlsruhe.php
http://www.pleckham.com/churchRecords/de_mk_dob_volkenshagen_index_church_records.php
http://www.pleckham.com/churchRecords/de_mk_dob_volkenshagen_index_church_records.php
http://www.pleckham.com/assets/Johann1813gMKg.gif
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This branch was started by Joachim Plückhahn from Busewitz, Mecklenburg, 
Germany. He settled in Saddleworth somewhere between 1845 and 1847. 

His descendants are in the areas of South Australia and Victoria.  

 

 

 

Below is an excerpt from a letter that was sent in about the 
Saddleworth Branch. We want to thank David for all his hard 

work in gathering this information. 

1.      My ancestor was Johann Joachim Casper Plückhahn,   who came here in 1848 on the ñPresident 
Schmidtò.  He was from Poppendorf   near Rostock  ( Mecklenburg) and born in Büsewitz  not far 

away.  I have been there a number of times. I know of all of Casperôs brothers and sisters and his 
parents and our earlier connections with Thulendorf  and also Petschow . I would dearly love to meet 
any of their descendants. Casperôs brothers died young but his sisters survived and I have most of 
their particulars. Casper was a poor, penniless, illiterate immigrant, who died a wealthy man owning 
some of the best land in our state.  He sent his only child, son Friedrich as a border to the Hahndorf 
Academy, one of our stateôs famous schools of the time.  Casperôs parents Johann Joachim Hinrich and 
Maria Dorothea Christiane (geb Adam) were born serfs to the local nobleman and all Casper needed 
was a chance, which Australia gave him.  It is quite incredible that after all this time (152 
years), we his descendants, all know of each other!!  There is only one family of ours, who I 
havenôt met and they live near Geelong, Victoria. He is a first cousin of Mums (Dr Vernon), and he is 
mentioned on the web site already.  He has a brother (Glen) who we know well, living in or near 
Vancouver BC.  Their sister Edna unfortunately has passed on. The Vancouver connection I saw on the 

web, actually belongs to our Australian branch and  he visits us from time to time. Our family mainly 
live in the mid north of  South Australia, Saddleworth,  near Clare, 130 kilometres north of Adelaide. 
A number of the family live in Adelaide and the rest are in Melbourne.  We had a family gathering 
October 1999 on Casperôs old farm, as some of our distant cousins from Hamburg were visiting us.  
Most of his land is still owned by his descendants.  

2.     Casper also had a si ster Maria Sophia Dorothea who married a Bruhn  and who emigrated at 
the same time.  A lot of the Bruhn descendants live also around us.  I donôt have a tree of this family 
as no one was interested in compiling it, when I last enquired, but I am working on it.  My Saddleworth 
cousins would know them well. 

3.     Casper had a first cousin  Friedrich  also from Poppendorf, who came out here in 1854 and he 
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worked for Casper for a while, married, and then was a pioneer in the Naracoorte  area of  South 
Australia.   He owned  the famous Dartmoor Station (large sheep farm) there at one time in the town 
and the homestead is now protected by the National Trust.  I have this family tree  and this family 

moved and lived mainly in Victoria   around Horsham and Hopetoun . My grandfather spoke of them 
to me, but didnôt know them and they are a much larger family.  I have met a few of  this family with 
one widow, Mrs Eddie Plückhahn, who married into the family, having compiled their tree . She still 
lives in Naracoorte.  I visited Eddie when he was alive and it was interesting for me that he was a keen 
brass bandsman and a member of the Salvation Army. My great grandfather Friedrich also was a keen 
brass player and I have amusing stories from my grandfather Carl, of band practice at their home.  A 
number of this family are living in Melbourne as well. I would think that your Australian contact emails 
that you have already,  would belong to this family.  They are not my immediate cousins. 

4.     The other family are not closely rel ated to us , but we know them well and I was only speaking 
to one of  the family some months ago.  They descend from Hans Plückhahn  , who came to Australia 
after the first war.  His origins were from Zarentin, Mecklenburg , which we have only been able to 
visit since Einheit .  Zarentin  was in the sperzone, on a beautiful lake and it was in the buffer area of 
the old Iron Curtain.  I had many lengthy conversations with him.  He told me he had a connection 
with the towns of Heligendamm and I think Lübz.   One brotherôs grave (Richard)  I visited once  in 
Zittow  (Mecklenburg)  and  I met a son ( Hansôs  nephew near Schwerin in 1977). This nephew, 
Ewald,  I have been trying to find, as his cousins in Australia wish to make contact with him. They 

were bakers  for generations.  Hans also had brothers in Hamm  and  Bielefeld  and a sister (Hertz) in 
Hamburg .  

Our family, the Bruhns and the Hans Plückhahns are mainly practising Lutherans and  this has been of 
great help in maintaining contact with each other. 

We have close contact with one German Plückhahn   family from Gross Godems  near Parchim but 
now most of them living in Hamburg.  These are the ones who visited us last year for the second 
time.   We look on them as being  part of our family now, even though our connection is way back to 
the 30 years war!!.  I have made about 6 visits to their area mainly in the bad old DDR days.  Now we 

travel through the old border at 140 KMH, not standing and waiting there for hours  with  ridiculous 
searches of our  cars and baggage. 

 In 1979 I was air crew with Qantas, our Australian airline.  We had an air traffic controllerôs strike in 
Australia which made our crew stranded in Greece for 9 days.   While we were in Greece I got to know 

a Lufthansa hostess, who in conversation mentioned  to me, that her  mother played tennis with a 
Frau Plückhahn in Hamburg.  The rest is history as we made contact with the family through this lady, 
with her nephew Borwin, being an outstanding historian, not only on our families, but of Mecklenburg  
as well.  I donôt believe he has a computer to be online with us,  but I am awaiting his reply  on 
whether he would like to have input into the web site.  I see that Borwin is mentioned there already.  
His father Karl would have fitted in my grandfather Carlôs, family portrait quite easily.  Their 
resemblance was striking and their manner was also the same. I wish they could have met.  Borwin 
and I were able to establish a lot of family links through an all day visit to the Ratzeburg Dom Archiv in 
the late 1970ôs.  I believe all the Hamburg Plückhahn were contacted some years ago by Borwin and 
he knows most of their family links. 

Borwin has a distant cousin Willi, in Gross Godems who we enjoy visiting and we also see the 
Plückhahn window (Hahn or rooster) in the village church.  We see Willi and his mother Ina when we 
go to Hamburg most times and Willi visited us in Australia too.   

In South Australia it is quite common to have family reunions particularly amongst the Germans.  I 
have been to about 20 an d it would be nice to go back for a Plückhahn reunion to 
Mecklenburg one day.   This year I am taking a tour of a Henschke family back to Schlesien which is 
now Poland.  For some time I have taken family groups back there, as most South Australian Germans 
come from Schlesien and Mecklenburg.  Silesians were mainly religious immigrants where as 
Mecklenburgers were economic immigrants.  I would imagine we have many relatives in USA but the 
dollar will have to weaken somewhat, before we could make a trip over to you. 

All the best with your site and I will work on more family details in the meantime. 

Best Regards, 

David 
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